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ambitious order than mere patrolling of the coast ; how he carried out
his plans will be described in the following chapter.

On this occasion, neither the English nor the Dutch would sell any
vessels to Latif, but, after suggesting that the Persians might purchase
ships at Surat,l they each lent a couple of vessels for the purpose of blockad-
ing Qais : Shaikh Rashid of Basidu and the powerful Huwala chief,
Shaikh Jabbara of Tahiri and Bahrain, also provided ships. A close
blockade of Qais ensued, and Muhammad Khan Baluch was thereby
prevented from escaping from the island ; he was eventually captured
and sent in chains to Isfahan. On his arrival there, he was, at Nadir's
orders, blinded and three days later he died2 ; it is uncertain whether he
took his own life or perished as a result of the treatment which he had
received.

Tahmasp Khan put Shaikh Ahmad Madani to death, and had many
of the refractory Arab tribesmen of the Gulf ports (banadir) and of the
Hawiza district transported to Khurasan and Astarabad. Further, he
rased their fortresses to the ground, and made Shaikh Jabbara collect an
indemnity of 10,000 tomans from Shaikh Rashid of Basidu and other
Arab chiefs who had espoused, or been sympathetic to, the rebel cause.
The power of these Arabs was thus entirely broken.3

1 Surat-built ships were famous for their lasting qualities. An entry in the Bombay Consultations,
dated the 3ist May, 1734, states that ships built of teak in the Surat manner either at that
place or at Bombay were far more durable and suited to the climate than any vessels built
in Europe. Particulars of the durability of Surat ships and of the manner in which they
were built are given by the Dutch Rear-Admiral J. S. Stavorinus in his Voyages to the East
Indies (S. H. Wilcocke's English translation, London, 1798), Vol. Ill, pp. 17-23.

* T.N., pp. 143 and 144.

3 Gombroon Diary, 29th June/ioth July, 1734.